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Greetings all, spring is in the air and the summer field season is 
quickly approaching. I would like to welcome the new executive 

team for the year ahead, I look forward to working with all of you.  

Building off the momentum generated from the last executive 
team, we are set to deliver more workshops and events for all of 

you to enjoy. I would like to encourage all members to take 
advantage of the workshops and events in the coming year as well 

as remind everyone that we are always looking for volunteers to 
help at these events.  

We are also looking into some new avenues to promote TWS as a 
whole to become better known by all; members and non-

members alike. Our goal is to “brand” TWS such that the public 
and other organizations are aware of who we are and what we do. 

This will be one of the larger initiatives in the coming year.  

Another initiative for the coming year will be the rejuvenation of 
the long-range planning guide for the Chapter. A committee has 

been formed and they are working hard to create a document that 
reflects the goals of the Chapter for the years ahead.  

On a final note, take the time to get outside away from the 
computers and offices to enjoy some time in the great outdoors, 
this is after all at the heart of who we are and why we do what we 

do! 

All the best this spring and summer, 

Michel (Mitch) Leclaire
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Financial Report
The Chapter is doing well financially. During the 

2018-2019 Fiscal Year, the Chapter made a 
revenue of $21,608.45 and spent a total of 

$20,485.50 in expenses. The Chapter made a 
net revenue of $1,122.95 throughout the year. 

We had a Fall Mixer in 2018, and a Winter 
Getaway and Annual General Meeting at the 
beginning of 2019. From our three events we 

made a total revenue of $6,712 and the 
expense of the events was $7,330.93. The 

Chapter currently has a balance of $11,891.65 
in our accounts at TD Canada Trust, which 

includes a community plan, a chequing saving, 
and two business investor accounts, as well as a 
1-year cashable GIC account. We are proud to 
announce that the Chapter was able to make 
several donations throughout the year, as well 
as give out a variety of different awards to our 

members for their dedication to wildlife 
conservation in the province of Manitoba. The 

donations made by the Chapter and the awards 
that were given out are stated below.  

Membership Report
The Wildlife Society: Manitoba Chapter 

currently has a total of 192 members. 
This has decreased by 16 members since 
last spring. 36 members will be expiring 

this months, so make sure you renew 
your membership if thats you! 

Thank you to all our current members for 
your continuous support.

Conservation Affairs Committee (CAC) 
Update 

The Manitoba Chapter CAC continues to monitor and weigh in on various conservation 
issues in Manitoba. In April, the Chapter submitted a letter to the provincial government’s 
public consultation on Lake Winnipeg Measures to Enhance Sustainability. The letter can 

be found on the CAC website at the following link: 
  

Lake Winnipeg Measures to Enhance Sustainability – Public Consultation Submission 
  

The Chapter also remains active on the Canadian Section’s CAC, assisting in the 
monitoring of national conservation issues. 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/56cb4daa27d4bdfc9543b0c2/t/5ce465d3a5afd400017f8695/1558472148050/TWSMB+-+Letter+on+Lake+Winnipeg+Measures+to+Enhance+Sustainability.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/56cb4daa27d4bdfc9543b0c2/t/5ce465d3a5afd400017f8695/1558472148050/TWSMB+-+Letter+on+Lake+Winnipeg+Measures+to+Enhance+Sustainability.pdf
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Warm Welcome to the 2019/2020 Executive Council

Michel Leclaire is a Wildlife and Fisheries Biologist with 
EcoLogic Environmental Inc. Having completed a 

certificate in Natural Resource Management Technology 
from University College of the North in The Pas, an 

honours degree in Environmental Sciences, and a Master 
of Science degree at the University of Manitoba, Michel is 

well versed with all aspects of field related work to 
desktop research and analyses. Michel has worked on 
numerous wildlife baseline and monitoring projects in 

northern Manitoba. He has delivered presentations, 
information sessions, and workshops to a wide array of 

people from varying backgrounds.

Justine Josephson Laidlaw is Master of 
Environment student at the University of 

Manitoba, her current research is focused on 
the nesting habitat, home range and spatial 

ecology of urban Merlins (Falco columbarius) 
in the city of Winnipeg. Previous work has 
focused on the development of wildlife 

management strategies for birds of prey and 
volunteer work with rehabilitation centres. 

Justine has previously served on the Canadian 
Section of the Wildlife Society as Student 

Representative from 2017 to 2019.

Brian Kiss is a Habitat Mitigation Biologist for the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Branch of Manitoba 

Sustainable Development. He has an MSc from the 
University of Manitoba, where he monitored vital 

rates and movement patterns of female wild 
turkeys in Manitoba’s Pembina Valley. He has been 

a member of the Manitoba Chapter since 2007 and 
has previously served as Graduate Student 

Representative.

President

Past President

President Elect
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Emma Ausen is a MSc student at the University of 
Manitoba studying beluga habitat in the Western 

Hudson Bay estuaries and the effects of noise 
pollution from shipping traffic on the belugas. She 

completed her bachelors degree in 
Environmental Science at the University of 

Manitoba and has experience working with 
prescribed fires with The Nature Conservancy of 

Minnesota and as a naturalist with Minnesota 
State Parks and Trails.

Secretary

Treasurer

Kathryn Yarchuk is an avid backpacker and long 
distance runner who spends her summers 

working for Parks Canada in Riding Mountain 
National Park. She is finishing up an 

Environmental Studies, Honours degree while 
working towards a Certification in Wildlife Biology 

at the University of Manitoba. As the former 
Undergraduate Representative she is excited to 
collaborate with the new executive members.

Member at Large

Emily Thoroski is a student at the University of 
Manitoba completing her Bachelor of 

Environmental Science Honours degree with a 
Focus Area of Wildlife Management. Emily has 
been a proud member of The Wildlife Society, 
including the Parent Society, Canadian Section 

and the Manitoba Chapter since 2016. Ever since 
she was a kid she loved animals and throughout 
the years she has become very passionate about 
wildlife management and conservation. Emily’s 
goal is to take wildlife conservation to a whole 
new level by combining her passion for music 

and filmmaking, with her passion for science, in 
hopes to make a difference.
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Western Rep
Allison Krause Danielsen has worked as the 

regional wildlife biologist for Sustainable 
Development in Brandon for the last seven 

years. She has a passion for grassland 
conservation and have surveyed varied 

Manitoban wildlife, from moose to skinks. She 
also enjoys camping and exploring new and 

interesting landscapes from the Canadian 
shield to Californian desert!

Northern RepElizabeth Walsh is a Regional Biologist with Manitoba Sustainable 
Development for the Northwest Region based out of The Pas. She 
has a Bachelor of Science Degree with a major in Biology and a 

minor in Chemistry from Mount Allison University and a Graduate 
Diploma from Niagara College in Ecosystem Restoration.  

Originally from New Brunswick, Elizabeth has a wide range of 
wildlife experience throughout the country. Prior to joining 

Sustainable development she was an Environmental Assessment 
Officer and Resource Management Officer for Parks Canada in 
Nova Scotia. She has also spent many years within the Prairie 

Provinces working for government, industry, academics and non-
government organizations including Alberta Environment and 
Parks, Environment Canada, TERA Environmental Consultants, 
University of Alberta and Ducks Unlimited Canada with a main 

focus on species at risk and migratory birds.

Graduate Student Rep
Cody Carlyle is a masters student at the University of 

Manitoba with Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
studying the feeding and distributions of ringed 

seals in the Canadian Arctic. Obtaining his honours 
degree from the University of British Columbia, Cody 
has studied marine life from sea lions and cetaceans 
to sea urchins, and worked in ecotourism, fisheries, 

and consulting. He loves talking about his 
experiences growing up on BC waters.
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Undergraduate Student Rep

Hannah Martin is an Environment Science 
student with a focus area in conservation and 
biodiversity. She has been a member of the 

the Wildlife Society since October 2017. 
Working towards becoming certified as a 

wildlife biologist where research will take her 
around the globe to study various wildlife 

species and learn new conservation 
techniques. She is excited to get more 

students involved with the Wildlife Society and 
plan fun events for members!

News from the North

The Chapter continues to filter into the north; 
we have a new northern representative on the 
executive – Elizabeth Walsh, who is excited to 
promote the Chapter and its’ events for our 

northern members. Additionally, the Chapter is 
looking to revitalize our presence in the north 
by reconnecting with past members as well as 

encourage new professionals from the region to 
join and participate in the Chapter’s events and 

to be included in the many benefits of our 
organization. Stay tuned Northerners, we are 

looking to engage you more than ever before.  

-Mitch

Western Update
Hello from the Western Region! I am the 

Regional Wildlife Biologist and I’m excited to 
connect more with the biologists in my region 
through TWS. Last summer, southern Manitoba 
was very productive for wild turkeys. Turkeys are 

not native to Manitoba. However, they have 
become naturalized here through releases 
starting in the 1950s. Recently, government 
biologists such as myself have worked with 
local game and fish groups over the last few 

years to trap turkeys from places they are 
causing problems (including the city of 

Brandon!) and moving them to areas without 
turkeys. This winter we trapped and distributed 
over 200 turkeys at six different locations in the 

Western region! Usually turkeys are trapped 
from January to March and then we band them 
and release into existing flocks earlier in winter 

or to new locations later in winter. We like to 
engage students in the banding and release 
process and this year we had students from 

Assiniboine Community College, Birtle 
Collegiate, University of Manitoba and 

University of Winnipeg. It’s a fun, hands-on field 
project and it sure kept me busy this winter! 

-Allison
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TWS:MB Annual General Meeting

On March 13th 2019, the Manitoba Chapter of The Wildlife Society held its’ Annual 
General Meeting in the Atrium of the University of Winnipeg’s Richardson College for 
Environmental Sciences. A number of professionals and students were in attendance 
for the two student presentations and the general meeting. The student presenters 

enlightened those in attendance with their topics; Scott Malotka – Parasite communities 
in waterfowl, and Jessica Lang – Red fox denning in the subarctic boreal forest. Both 
presenters captivated the crowd with their individual topics. 

Following the presentations, the Chapter President began the 
General meeting by reviewing the Chapter activities over the 
year that passed. The year’s award recipients were noted, and 

the photo contest winners were named after which the 
Conservation Award winner for the year was awarded. The 

Chapter also released the results of Chapter elections. Please 
check the TWS Manitoba Chapter website for more details of 
those results and to become familiar with the new Executive 
team. The evening event was a great success, as it always is! 

Past Events

CSTWS/ACTWS Annual General Meeting

Over March.22nd to 24th, 395 wildlife biologists from across Canada met in Canmore, Alberta for the 2019 Joint 
Annual General Meeting between the Alberta Chapter of the Wildlife Society and the Canadian Section of the 

Wildlife Society. Given the nature of the co-hosted event, ‘connectivity’ was the appropriate theme of the weekend 
and was a strong presence throughout the many workshops, symposiums, plenaries, posters and presentations. 

Wildlife biologist pioneers and women in research were celebrated and 
acknowledged in addition to the great diversity of presented research. Of 

the 395 attendees, 205 were students – it is so inspiring to observe the 
enthusiasm and involvement of young wildlife biologists in the community.
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Student Discussion Night 

On January 28th, we held our second Student Discussion Night at the 
University of Manitoba. The topic of the evening was the Role of Zoos and 

Aquariums in Conservation and Research. Jessica Lang (MSc Student, 
UofM) began the evening by giving a 20-minute presentation, where she 

discussed conservation and research programs at three different Canadian 
Zoos. Specific discussion points included the role of zoos in field 

observations, research and training using zoo animals, education and 
outreach programs, captive breeding, sustainable practices and 

reintroduction of species. We had a great turn out of more than 25 
Graduate and Undergraduate students, and our discussion period lasted 

for almost 2 hours! We would also like to thank the Clayton H. Ridell Co-op 
Program for providing us with pizza for the event. 

Thank you to all those who 
came out, and we look 

forward to seeing you all 
again in the fall for our next 
Student Discussion Night!

Past Events
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Digging Deeper into Dens at the Canadian-Wide Science Fair

The Manitoba Schools Science Symposium (MSSS) is held every year during the final week of April at the 
University of Manitoba to students from grade 4 to 12. MSSS is a great opportunity for students to present their 

research to scientists, academics, and professionals. Among this year’s presenters, was Alexandria B. Martin 
(Lexie), a grade 11 student from Shaftesbury Highschool.  

Lexie’s research examines soil nutrient concentrations using soil samples collected from Arctic fox dens, 
Arctic ground squirrel colonies, and respective paired control sites, near Seal River, MB. Her project is titled 

“Digging deeper into den sites: impacts of Arctic foxes and Arctic ground squirrels on tundra soils”. 
Throughout the project, she has worked closely with her mentor Jessica Lang, an MSc student at the 

University of Manitoba and TWS-MB Chapter member. Beginning in September 2018, Lexie has spent much of 
her time conducting the necessary background research, lab work, and statistical analyses needed to prepare 
herself for MSSS, which ran from April 25th to April 29th this year. Her work received numerous awards at the 
science symposium, including the ‘Engineers Geoscientists Manitoba Senior Geoscience Award’ and ‘Best 

Environmental-Senior research award’. She was also selected as one of seven students from MSSS to present her 
work at the 58th Annual Canada-Wide Science Fair, which was held in Fredericton, New Brunswick, from May 

11-17, 2019.   
We have taken the opportunity to meet with Lexie to ask her questions about her experiences as a 

young scientist as well as to provide advice for other prospective students who may also be interested in 

What was your favourite 
part of this project? 

I really liked the lab work! It 
was a new experience for me 
for to be able to use some of 
the lab equipment (such as a 
spectrophotometer) that was 

needed to analyze my 
samples. I also really liked 
having the opportunity to 

learn and follow protocols that 
I had never seen before. 

What made you want to do this & would you do it again? 

I have always thought about pursuing a career in science, so I thought that 
completing this project would be a great way to start early on. I think it is 
really great to get experiences outside of the classroom, such as being 

able to work in a lab.  
I would absolutely do this again. I would love to possibly continue 

on and investigate this project a little more. Specifically, I would love to 
analyze more soil samples to have a larger sample size and to statistically 

compare nutrient concentrations between Arctic fox dens and Arctic 
ground squirrel colonies.  

I would also like to get additional lab experiences on a completely 
different project next year. I have always been interested in marine biology, 

so getting a chance to do marine research would be a great way to get a 
head start and get a whole new set of skills. 
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What advice would you give other students who might be interested in 
doing a research project as well? 

I would say that the first step is to get connected with your teachers and let them 
know that you are interested in doing a research project. It is also very important 
to be passionate about what you are doing- you have to like the research and be 
interested in the question you are trying to answer! To help figure out if you are 

interested in the research topic, it helps to do a lot of background research before 
even starting lab work. You should read papers, news articles, and do lots of 

online research. Having a good knowledge of the topic will not only help you 
figure out if you like what you are researching, but it also helps when you are 
presenting your research, because you will have a lot of other information to 

discuss. 
It is important not to get discouraged if things don’t turn out how you 

want. I think this is a normal part of science- getting surprising results and having 
lots of ups and downs throughout the process.  

Finally, it is extremely important to have a good mentor. Mentors are there 
to help you out throughout the process and can provide lots of guidance and 

support. It is important to first find a mentor that is in the field you wish you go in, 
but also to meet with them regularly once you do. They can help you stay on track 

with the project, but can also help give you advice and encouragement at any 
stage of the project.   

What have you learned from doing this project?

I have learned about how to follow a protocol, how to 
analyze data, how to find papers for background research, 
and how to begin analyzing my data using statistics. I have 

improved a lot in terms of scientific writing, and have 
learned what is appropriate to say based on what my results 

are. I have also learned a lot about time management. 
Doing a project like this takes a lot of time, and it is often 

challenging to find a balance between homework, my job, 
and this project. So, it is important to manage your time 
correctly. I also think that this project has really helped 
prepare me for what I want to do next. As well as being 
interested in marine biology, I am also thinking about a 

career in medicine. I think that all of the skills I have learned 
in this project will help me with either career choice.  

Digging Deeper into Dens at the Canadian-Wide Science Fair

Alexandria (Lexie) Martin and her mentor, 
Jessica Lang (MSc Student, UofM).

Alexandria (Lexie) Martin presenting her 
research at MSSS. 
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Final thank you from Lexie 

I would like to thank Dr. Jim Roth, Dr. John Markham and the University of 
Manitoba for giving me access to their facilities and equipment. Thank you to all 

members of the Roth and Markham lab for collecting the soil samples in Seal 
River that made this project possible. I would also like to express my gratitude to 
Jessica Lang for using funding through the Oakes-Riewe Environmental Studies 
Research Award, in addition to providing her guidance, continual support and 
mentorship throughout the process of this project. In addition, I would like to 

thank Ms. Kathleen Crang, Shaftesbury Highschool, and the Pembina Trails 
School Division for giving me the opportunity to partake in the Manitoba Schools 
Science Symposium and Canadian National Science Fair. I would especially like 
to thank the Manitoba Schools Science Symposium for providing the funding 

and opportunity to share my research at the national level. Finally, I would like to 
extend my appreciation to the Canadian-Wide Science Fair for the chance to 

present my work and participate in such an enriching experience.



Spring 2019

�  12

Congratulations to the Following Award Winners!

Goulden Award: 

 Riikka Kinnunen 

Student Travel Award: 

 Emily Thoroski 

Early Career Professional 
Development Travel Grant:  

 Elise Couillard

General: Lauren Lafleche  Flora: Jessica Lang 

Fauna: Chloe Warret Rodrigues 
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Student Travel Award - Emily Thoroski

I had the privilege of attending the Joint Annual Conference of the Canadian Section of The Wildlife 
Society, which was held with the Alberta Chapter in Canmore in March of 2019. The trip involved a 14-
hour road trip from Winnipeg to Canmore and back with my fellow students and wildlifers, that are also 

my best friends. The conference was a great success as we had the opportunity to network with 
professionals and students from across Canada and to learn why wildlife fuels their passion for what they 

do. I also had the opportunity to present my research at the conference where I presented a 4-minute 
speed talk on my Honours Thesis at the University of Manitoba on my work creating an environmental 
marketing video on Why Wildlife Matter. I also took the opportunity to interview 6 practicing wildlife 

biologists that attended the conference that will be critical to my research as I continue into a Master of 
Environment degree at the University of Manitoba in Fall of 2019. Exploring Alberta was one of the 

highlights of the trip, as we got to experience what the beautiful town of Canmore has to over, as well as 
Banff National Park, which we visited on our last evening in Alberta. Thank you to the Manitoba Chapter 

for awarding me with a student travel award that helped fund my travel to the conference. It sure is a 
conference that I will never forget!  

The Conservation Award is an award that the Manitoba Chapter gives out each year to an 
organization or an individual for their outstanding contribution to wildlife conservation in the 

province of Manitoba. We are pleased to announce that our 2019 Conservation Award has 
been awarded to Dr. Erin McCance. Erin has been a proud and active member of The Wildlife 
Society since 2007. She was on the Manitoba Chapter Executive from 2007 until 2013, as she 
took on various roles on the Executive, including her role as president of the Chapter in the 
2011/2012 fiscal year. She has also been an active member of the Canadian Section, as she 
was the President of the Section in the 2017/2018 fiscal year and she currently serves as the 

Executive Coordinator for the Canadian Section. Erin is a Partner, Project Manager, Senior 
Wildlife Biologist and Ecologist at Ecologic Environmental, as well as a 

Sessional Instructor at the University of Manitoba, where she educates and 
inspires the next generation of wildlife professionals. Many of us know Erin 

as a colleague, a mentor, and a friend. Please join the Chapter in 
congratulating Dr. Erin McCance for her outstanding contribution to 

wildlife conservation in the province of Manitoba and with being awarded 
with the Conservation Award for 2019! 

Conservation Award - Dr. Erin McCance
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Did you get accepted to present at the American Fisheries Society & The Wildlife 
Society 2019 Joint Conference in Reno, Nevada? TWS:MB will be providing one Annual 
Conference Travel Award of $1000 to a student that meets the following criteria: 

(1) is enrolled full-time at a Manitoba post-secondary academic institution at the time of 
submitting  their  presentation for the conference; 

(2) is a member of The Wildlife Society – Manitoba Chapter Inc. at the time of 
application; 

(3) is conducting research or has proposed to conduct research on wildlife, fisheries, 
and/or related habitats; 

(4) has not received a Chapter student travel award or Annual Conference Travel Award 
support within the last 12 months; 

(5) is presenting original research of an accepted paper or poster at the Conference; 

Applications will be due in early July (finalized date TBD) 

Upcoming Awards
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Looking for Spring Reading? 
Check out the Most Downloaded Articles of 2018

In 2018, there were over 240,000 downloads of articles from TWS’ three premier wildlife journals—The Journal 
of Wildlife Management, Wildlife Monographs, and the Wildlife Society Bulletin. That’s an average of 20,000 
downloads per month!   

More than ever before, wildlife professionals from around the globe are turning to TWS journals as their 
source for the latest research findings in wildlife science and management. Here’s what they’re reading:  

Most Downloaded Articles in 2018 

•JWM – Population growth and status of California sea lions  

•WSB – From climate to caribou: How manufactured uncertainty is affecting wildlife management 

•JWM – Predicting the evolutionary consequences of trophy hunting on quantitative trait 

•JWM – Pneumonia in bighorn sheep: Risk and resilience 

•JWM – Chronic wasting disease influences activity and behavior in white tailed deer 

•JWM – Inefficiency of evolutionarily relevant selection in ungulate trophy hunting 

•JWM – Special section: Controversies in mountain sheep management 

•JWM – Effects of rotational grazing management on nesting greater sage-grouse 

•JWM – Review and synthesis of research investigating golden eagle electrocutions 

•JWM – Applying a random encounter model to estimate lion density from camera traps in  

Serengeti National Park, Tanzania 

As a quick reminder, online access to all TWS journal articles is a benefit of TWS membership. To access, 
simply login to your TWS account through Your Membership or directly through the TWS Journal Hub. In 
addition to catching up on your 2018 reading, be sure to check out some of the most popular articles so far in 
2019, like this recent study, which suggests that the expanded range of coyotes has not curtailed deer 
populations in eastern US states...or this paper, which explores the application of smartphone LIDAR in wildlife 
studies.     

http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21405
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/wsb.891
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21261
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21309
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21341
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21337
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21400
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21344
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21412
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.902
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.902
https://wildlife.secure.force.com/customlogin
https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com
https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jwmg.21651
https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/wsb.949
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21405
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/wsb.891
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21261
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21309
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21341
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21337
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21400
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21344
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21412
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.902
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.902
https://wildlife.secure.force.com/customlogin
https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com
https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jwmg.21651
https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/wsb.949
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Registration Now Open!


